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“A desk is a dangerous place to view the world” John Le Carré
Breaking the Ice

"What sparked your dedication to safe water?"
“Tell me about your history with the solar…”
"What is the most important skill required to be a success in your work?"

"What keeps you busy outside of your work?"

Dig in Deeper

“How’s the project going?” “Pretty good.” “What does it involve?”

“How was your weekend?” “Fine.” “What did you have going on this weekend?”

Interacting with Acquaintances
“Bring me up to date on the project…”

"Catch me up on your family..."

"What has been going on in your life since the last time we got together?"
Play the Conversation Game


"How are you?"  "Fine."

Instead:

“How was your weekend?” “Pretty good, dedicated myself to carpooling.”
"What’s been going on?” “Fortunate to spend time in San Diego for work and some fun.”
Exit Gracefully
Issue the Invitation

“I will be in touch to learn of potential opportunities during the coming year.”
“May I reach out next week to learn more about your organization?”
Wave the White Flag

"Tell me your favorite golf course before I make my way around the room."

Leave Taking Statements

"I want to connect with other meeting attendees before we start."

Ask For Referrals

"Who else might have thoughts about this aspect of the project?"
"Is there anyone else here that you know that might have similar challenges?
