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President pro Tempore Mike McGuire
California State Senate
1021 O Street, Suite 8518
Sacramento, CA 95814

Honorable Scott Wiener
California State Senate
1021 O Street, Suite 8630
Sacramento, CA 95814

Honorable Benjamin Allen
California State Senate
1021 O Street, Suite 6610
Sacramento, CA 95814

Speaker Robert Rivas
California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 8330
Sacramento, CA 95814

Honorable Jesse Gabriel
California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 8230
Sacramento, CA 95814

Honorable Steve Bennett 
California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 4710
Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: 	2025-26 State Budget: Water Quality Control Plan – CEQA Exemption

Dear President pro Tempore McGuire, Speaker Rivas, Budget Chairs Wiener and Gabriel, and Subcommittee Chairs Allen and Bennett:

We write to express our strong support for advancing the Governor’s proposed Water Quality Control Plans – CEQA Exemption trailer bill during the remainder of this legislative session, with the inclusion of a narrowing amendment that adds a two-year sunset.

The Governor’s trailer bill proposes exempting water quality control plans from CEQA provisions. This would apply to the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan, as well as updates to regional water quality control plans, on a permanent basis. We appreciate the administration’s ongoing efforts over the past several years to streamline and expedite regulatory processes to advance water infrastructure, cut green tape, and modernize water management across California. 
We support advancing the Administration’s proposed trailer bill as a pilot program and recommend including a two-year sunset provision. While a near-term exemption will allow a backlog of current processes that have already been well-studied and subject to significant public input to proceed without further delay, the potential consequences of this bill on future processes are difficult to discern. This sunset provision will provide the Legislature with an opportunity to revisit this mechanism for advancing environmentally focused water quality control plan revisions once the broader impacts of a CEQA exemption to regional water quality control plans are better understood.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact ACWA’s State Regulatory Director, Chelsea Haines at ChelseaH@acwa.com or at (916) 206-4078.

Sincerely,

