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Coalition Partner Talking Points
General Messages
· Water is the foundation upon which California is built. This State is the world’s fourth-largest economy, the nation’s breadbasket, a global technology leader, and home to extraordinary ecosystems. None of it functions without water.
· Our most pressing state goals are intrinsically linked to water. Meeting housing targets requires sustainable supplies; maintaining affordability depends on a resilient agricultural sector; and managing our wildfire risks requires a proactive approach to drought. 
· Ultimately, for California to maintain its vibrant role in the global economy, water reliability must be a priority.
· The Vision for Our Water Future is a coordinated effort to elevate water as a top priority for the next governor and other state leaders, demonstrating the importance of this issue on its own and as it relates to both tackling the state’s toughest challenges and building a stronger and more affordable California. 
Why Water Matters
· California’s next governor will manage one of our most vital, yet often understated, responsibilities: water. 
· Water-related challenges—including climate extremes and disasters, aging infrastructure, and regulatory bottlenecks—are creating pressing obstacles to managing water supply reliability and affordability in California.
· By partnering with local agencies, the state can execute a clear, informed leadership strategy that secures a resilient and prosperous future for all Californians.
What the Vision Does
· The Vision for Our Water Future provides a unified, cross-sector framework for ensuring a safe, affordable, and reliable water system.
· Securing California’s water future requires more than incremental fixes. It demands a fundamental shift in how the State leads, invests, and operates. 
· We are asking for bold leadership from the next governor to set a unified direction, accelerate action, and deliver results to prepare California for the future. Action is needed now. 

Agriculture Talking Points
· As the nation’s leading agricultural state, California is essential to national food security. Proactive water planning ensures we continue to provide fresh, affordable produce for every household.
· California agriculture is a premier economic driver, contributing over $60 billion to the state’s economy in 2024 and supporting more than 400,000 jobs annually. 
· Long-term water planning is critical to sustaining production, protecting farmland, and supporting rural economies. Farmers need greater regulatory predictability to sustainably manage their water supplies and advance their legacy of long-term land stewardship.
Local Government Talking Points
· Reliable water is the essential foundation for removing barriers to residential development and meeting state-mandated housing targets. A resilient water framework ensures the long-term viability of land-use decisions, allowing municipalities to plan for sustainable growth.
· Effective water management requires a strong state-local partnership. Aligning regulatory requirements with the practical realities of local water delivery empowers agencies to meet shared goals efficiently.
· Proactive water strategies protect the health of communities by ensuring a consistent supply for fire suppression, sanitation, and general public safety.
Business Talking Points
· A reliable water supply is a fundamental infrastructure issue—a key factor in investment, site selection, and operational continuity. 
· To maintain California’s position as the world’s fourth-largest economy, we must replace water volatility with the predictability required for technology, manufacturing, and commerce to thrive. 
· Regulatory certainty around water policy that balances the environmental and economic needs of California is critical for businesses to make long-term investments and mitigate disruptions.
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